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New York Theatre Events in May 


The Bat-Broadhurst 5/18/53. Jemes Withers Elliott re-opens his production of 
Mary Roberts Rinehart starring Zazu Pitts. Show opened earlier in season at Natior- 
al 1/20/53 but was moved when theatre booking became tightsseHighlights of the 
Empire- Bnpire 5/24/53. ANTA sponsored all star tribute to famed theatre which 
wit 6 be torn down this sumer...Me and Juliet- Majestic 5/28/53. Rodgers and Hemm- 
erstein new musical with show business theme featuring Isabel Bigley,Bill Hayes. 


Current Theatre Reviews 


Can~ 5/5/53. Unanimous pro reviews,half raves,half mild approval 
of the. proceedings, listed for Cole Porter's new musical view of 1890 Paris life 
presented by Ernest Martin and Cy Feuer, Mirror,News, Journal American, and Eagle 
first nighters divided praise among Cole Porter's music and lyrics, Michael Kidd's 
dance direction, Jo Mielziner'’s Paris scenes and cast headed by French newcaner 
Lilo, Gwen Verdon, Peter Cookson and Hans Conrieds Coleman,Mirror,labeled it a gay, 
and giddy,saey and sexy new hit with pleasant score and rowdy book by Abe Burrows, 
Chapmen , News, raved about all elements but book,which he considered slow and meaning- 
less. McClain, Journal American,detailed how easy it looks for a group of profession- 
als to blend their theatre talents into a smash hit, Most picked "C'est Magnifique" 
as the hit sohg. Lilo's voice was a puzzle to the reviewerse Most enjoyed her acting 
and singing but they couldn't make up their mind if she reminded them of Betty Hut- 
ton, Edith Piaf, Ethel Merman, and/or Carmen Miranda. All joined in cheers for Gwen 
Verdon who danced way to stardan inf 3 exciting nunbers.which literally stopped the 
show opening nighte Times, Herald Tribune, Post, and World Telegram & Sun voiced 
mild disapproval of Burrows book,which they panned as second rate, and Porter's 
music,which they didn't think was up to par. Michael Kidd,the dance director, was 
credited by Atkinson,Times,of picking musical out of the old operatta routines and 
turning it into a modern show, Times critic, just returned from his London visit, 
also noted that score contains some recognizable cliches in both music and lyrics. 
Jo Mielziner was star of evening for Kerr,Herald Tribune,for dreaming up 3 or 4 

of the most engaging and evocative sets of his career, Sex and dmcing will make 

it the town's newest hit,predicts Watts,Post. He also doubted if Lile added anything. 


Two Views of Porgy & Bess 


Rave reviews for Robert Breen and Blevins Davis production of the George Gersh- 
win -DuBose Heyward folk opera filed by Bentley,New Republic, and Clumman, Nation. 
Musical canedy is the perfect form for the Heyward folk tale,fomer explains, and 
thought it is more exhausting that the novel and play about “Porgy” it is the best 
of the 3. Critic found Breen's direction very good. And to do justice to the art 
of its outstanding performer,Cab Calloway, Bentley would need a whole book, Out- 
standing characteristic of the music,notes Clurman,is wam sentiment or a kind of 
yearning for sentiment. Production,he adds,is genuinely lively,though its exuber- 
ance is sometimes indiscriminste. Minor staging fault is awkward staging of storme 


Hits Revisited 


Alfred Drake, subbing for Yul Brynner for 11 weeks, in title role of The King 
and I, okayed by Hobe,Variety, and Francis,Billboard,for turning in a fine job, 
hough different fron Brynner's, Vocally Variety mugg considers Drake better.While 
Billboard pewsitter chided star for not shaving his hair off for the role. 
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off Broadway 


The World of Sholom Alejchem, 3 one act 
plays presented by Rachel Productions at 
Barbizon Plaza ,recommended by Rice,Post, 
SLeaffer,Eagle,and Rask,Variety. Yiddish 
folk tales translated by Arnold Perl and 
directed by Howard da Silva may offer a 
solution to the dy&ng Jewish theatre in 
NY the Post drema editor suggests by tran- 
slating the classics into English for all 
to see. Eagie reviewer found trio of plays 
provided a thoroughly engaging evening, 
while Variety mugg suggested show was for 
Jewish folk humor oultists only. Low cost 
production and fine acting by da Silva, 
Morris Carnovsky, Jack Gilford and others 
highly praised by alle 


The Year Round, Negro revue at Harlem 
Musical Theatre, won a pair of mild pro 
notices from Shanley,Times,and Rice,Poste 
Fomer tabbed it pleasant entertainment 
by a few performers who are wrthy of 
Broadway attention, J.C. Johnson's ly- 
rics and music and Charles Schever's sk- 
etohés were both considered fair,but pro- 
ducer was advised not to try to move show 
to Broadway from the uptown reconverted 
super markets, Rice would like to see show 
again in 5 weeks after a re-editing, re-~ 
staging ard discarding. 10 year old Ronnie 
Wilson was nemed by Post edita as the 
most natural,talented,ingratiating ohild 
performer seen on any stage at any time, 


Srd Dimensions'63 at Hote] Sutton's 
Champagne Theatre presents sane worth- 
while performers in a professional show- 
case, okays Jess, Variety... Journeymen 
Group advised to drop first half of twin 
bill Love in Two Moods being presented 
at Studio Theatre, and give only the 
Strindberg Miss Julie,suggests Rice,Post. 
New version transfers Swedish background 
to the American South, Playlet by uncred- 
ited adapter is imaginative off Broadway 
theatre at its best,he praised, 


Ken Parker has closed his evening prod- 
uctions of Three in One at Jan Hus House, 
but continues week end matinee programs 
for childrens 


* Vaudeville 


Xavier Cugat and his band has re~ 
placed Eddie Fisher at Paramounteoe 
"Ioe Goes to College" is new ice show 
at Roxy.s.sJohnny Morgan heads new Pal- 
ace bill,with Ben Wrigley, June Astor, 
the Migal Twis, Norton and Patricia, 
Shooting Mansfield s,Wanda end Aman4 
and Bruce Howard. Palace is featuring 
backstage visit to writer of most in- 
teresting letter,not over 100 w rds. 


* Theatre Film Notes ' 


Wish You Were Here producers Joshua 
Logan @ 4 yward have signed 
with para ount to produce “Rear Win- 
dow" film starring James Stewart, which 
will be directed by Alfred Hitchoock 
eeeGreer Garson has been asked by Rich- 
ard Aldrich to star in her first Broad- 
way production this fall, Dear Charles. 
London hit canedy by Alan Melvilleess 
The Moon Is Blue film version is being 

eld up for rele ase because of Prod- 
uction Code Acminstration in Hollywood 
objects to the tone of sane of the con- 
versations. 


* Theatre Records * 


John Brown's Body production with 
Tyrone Power, Raymond Massey md Judith 
Anderson has been recorded by Columbia 
eee Records has released the sound 
trace of the Oth Century Fox"Gntlé- 
men Prefer Blondes".sseefhe Importance 
of Being Earnest has been recordé 
England by Angel Records with John Giel- 


gud,Pemela Brown,Dame Edith Evans and 
Robert Morley. 


Wonderful Town (Decca) el bum adds 2 
more pro reviews, Watt,New Yorker,doubts 
if Leonard Bernstein was especially 
roused in the writing of the love ballade 
though the satiric numbers are brillant. 
Rosalind Russell,he noted in understate- 
ment,is a find, Zinsser,Herald Tribune, 
put it more directly,stating that star 
steals the show,belting out the songs 
with the best of them in a chaming, 
personality filled voices 


Green Room Department ' 


FUNCTIONS DEFINED,..Two basic requirements for any real critic,as detailed by Burr, 
Playbill,are the insight and intergrity needed to give an acourate and absolut~ 
ely honest report, unswayed by bias,fads or the desire to appear recondite or 
witty,of the effect that the particular work has had emotionally and intellect- 
ually,upon the speofio viewer s plus the perscicacity and knowledge needed to 
assign specific reasons for this effect. Burr also believes sane allowance mus. 
be made in any entirely honest review for those readers whose tastes and pers- 
onalities,for better or worse,fail to coincide with those of the critic. Fin- 
ally enough infomation about the plot must bo given to allow each reader to 
make up his own mind, Latter point is often missed by young reviewers,he fears. 


PULITIZER AWARD. .sEvidently the granting of the Pulitizer Prize for drama to William 
Inge's Picnic pleased the NY drama critics who had earlier picked the show as 
their choice for the Cirole Award. But Sheaffer,Eagle,still thinks that Arthur 
— The Crucible is a more notable achievement and the season's outstanding 
playe 


COLIMN TIPS...Theatre shortage for 1953-54 season predicted by Variety. Tradepaper 
hears that some producers have been unable to book houses for shows due in fall 
eoathe sight-seeing guide who has stationed himself outside of the UN building 
writes religious plays on the side,but is trying to hit Broadway, Berger,Times, 
discovered. ».AddFascinating Rumor: Christine Jorgensen may play Blanche Du Bois 
in Streetcar Nemed Desire repeats Kilgallen, Journal American, 


AWARD FINALE.seAssorted awards granted by Watts,Post includes Most Underrated Per- 
formance~-Katherine Hepburn in Millionairess.s.Actor Who is Most Entitled To 
Find Himself In Hit-Walter Matthau.,.best Play to Run Only Four Perfomances- 


Horses in Midstream...Most Underrated Plays- Climate of Eden, Baperor’s Clothes 
ee scravest Disappointment= I've Got Sixpente) 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS,..Though he was delighted with the dcting,and annoyed with the 
writing of Shaw, NBC Critic at Large Leon Pearson recammended Misdllimoe. 
Real mis-alliance, broadcaster puns) is between Shaw and thé theatre, GBS should 
have remained a pamphletee*,and never switched to dramas»sNight olub appearance 
in Las Vegas of Tallulah Bankhead is almost a betrayal of theatre lover's faith 
and loyalty in a superb actress;oanplains Jourhal Ame ricdnss.Theatre will 
come to the rescue of the film industry no. s itcnring to 3 D by providing it 
with trained theatre workers producer John Houseman told Kaplan, Variety, 


ARENA NEEDS,.sFuture of theatre-in-the-rouhd will be secure,states Downing,Times, 
if a sufficient number of jkhowr and unkhown,will supply scripts 
expressly created for the mediums But playwright whose Around We Go was just 


produced at Houston Playhouse,doubts if ay cirodddr playhouse can long sus- 
tain itself with an ordinary "stock" policy, 


Theatre News Round Up 


Camino Real closed after 60 performances, Bleak House closed limited 3 week run. 
eeeRosalind hussell,who has decided to remain in Wonderful Town throughout the summer 
inspite of contract privilege to make a film,has won the 1955 Barter Theatre Awardess 


Men of Distinction lasted 4 performances... Carnival in Flanders rehearsals started 
Martyn Green replaced Barry Jones in Misallianceés.. 


Broadway & Canmuniem * 


House Un-imerican Activities Committee hearing on possible infiltration of the 
entertainment industry by communists,past and present,moved to New York Federal 
Court house this week where a number of theatre people were heard. 


First theatre witness was Jerome Robbins,dance director of The King and I,who 


told the Congressional group that he was a canmmunist fran 1944 to > 


ut he quit 


party in 1947,he stated, when he found the Reds exerting political influence on ar- 


tists. Robbins 


said playwrights Jerome and Edward Chodorov, actors Lloyd Gourh and 


£2. liot Sullivan end actress Madeline Lee were members of his theatrical group in 


the party. 


Dances director noted his final break ceme when Miss Lee asked him to 


lecture on how “dialectical materialism “ helped him do his first ballet “Fancy Free." 


. Arnaud Usseev,author of Are the refused to answer if he was a 
communist on the grounds of possible se crimination, Playwright did recount 


Pal Joey actor Lionel Stander struck at the committee's tactics the following 
day. He swore that he was not now a Camunist, but refused to repeat under oath 


how his plays had attacked racial prejudice and nazishs 


his former frequent denials that he had ever been one. "I'm not a dupe,dope,mope, 
moe or schmoe," the actor said in his own defense. 


While the following day Lee Sabinson, prodwer of Finian's Rainbow, swore that 


he had not been a Cammunist last year a this, but he declined to 


ell about any 


possible earlier career. Producer stated that he still believed in lending his 
neme to every effort for peace. He added that he believed there should be a canmittes 


to investigate subversive 


' Pros 


Wonderful Town star must be a won 
derful gale Rosalind Russell could have 
taken the summer off fran the musical — 
hit to make a film, It says she can do 
it in her contract. But she felt it un- 
fair to cast and producers to halt the 
ticket buying manentum during the wam 
months. Hollywood star turned dancer and 
singer knew what most producers forget 
when they okay a sumer vacation for a 
star. This is that is is impossible to 
resume a Broadway hit that has closed 
down for the summer,no matter what the 
reason or excus@e Times’ Brooks Atkin- 
son raved in his opening notice that 
Miss Russell should run for President 

in 1956,and on such a full employment 
ticket she could hardly lose. 


Arnold Moss expounded an interesting 
idea at final ANTA forw of seasen where 
rudeness was the keynote of chairman and 
audiences Moss* idea is that ANTA hold a 


& Cons by TMK 


aétivities and volunteered the data that Bund meetings 
are held in NYC on Fridays at 86th St where Sen. McCarthy is heilede 


confab of all theatre groups ,with each 
group sending a delegate with power to 
act. Group should meet to plan for a 
full year's experiment where every the- 
atre element,cost and salary would be 
cut in half. Actor bets that everyone 


will gain by more enployment,more shows, 
etae 


There is no doubt about it Can-Can 
cast can can-cane Lively,sexy dance 
mbers staged by Michael Kidd deservedly 
stole the critical honors,while Jo Miel- 
ziner's acre full of Paris backdrops is 
an art show all by itself. Cole Porter's 
songs and lyrics lack the catchy,ultra 
slick polish audiences have cane to ex- 
pect,while Abe Burrows book included sane 
of the corniest jokes of the seasone 
Gwen Verdon,no matter what the billing 
might say,is show's star, Her exciting 
dancing,freshness in acting, make 
for the dull spets in music ani book. 


